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Parashat Nasso / ָּאשׂנָ תשַׁרָפ

In this week’s guide… 

Our COMMENTARY addresses a topic—or maybe we should say, 

an “issue”—that many would rather avoid, but everyone engages on a 

daily basis: SIN. Whether it’s an effort to avoid guilt or to continue 

practices that benefit us in some way, “sin” is something we might be 

inclined to gloss over in our Bible reading or studies. But ignoring sin 

will not make it go away. Neglect is not a solution. But this week’s 

parsha points us to the Answer�«««««««««««««««

The NEW TESTAMENT TIE-IN calls us to an unusual, distant 

place… “outside the camp.” Rather than skim through protocols 

related to leprosy or coming into contact with a corpse, this article 

SDXVHV�WR�XQFRYHU rich theological insight in this passage. In just a 

few verses, we discover prophetic signposts pointing to the Lord’s 

life. And His deatK�����««««««««���««««««

And our HEBREW WORD STUDY complements our Commentary 

article by analyzing the Hebrew word translators commonly render as 

“guilt.” This word’s range of meaning sheds a unique theological 

light on an issue that can easily burden us as we wrestle through the 

tensions of “spirit” and “flesh.” But take heart! Hope awaits as we 

jump from the Torah to the ProphetV«���««
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OVERVIEW 

For those who enjoy technical details, this week’s portion—Parashat 
Nasso—has the largest number of letters, words, and verses of any of 

the 54 weekly Torah portions. It addresses priestly duties, camp 

purification, and restitution for wrongs committed. Three significant 

passages stand out: the introduction of the Nazirite vow, the giving of 

the Aaronic or Priestly Blessing in order to put God’s name upon the 

people, and the twelve days of ceremonies surrounding the 

consecration of the Tabernacle. 
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FUSION GLOBAL WITH RABBI JASON 
Weekly Torah Portion 

Parashat Nasso / ָּאשׂנָ תשַׁרָפ
����������Numbers 4:21-7:89 

COMMENTARY 
By Staff Contributor 

This week’s parsha walks us through a series of communications between ADONAI and 
Moses, which he would then relay to B’nei Yisrael. Each of these communications deals 
with something different but always with giving instruction (the meaning of the word 
“Torah”) to the people of God for a righteous and holy life. It is also interesting to note 
that Nasso covers a wide array of recipients of these instructions, from the Levites to the 
jealous husband to one taking a Nazirite vow and everyone in between. 

But one element stands out rather dramatically as we look through the parsha: 

ADONAI spoke to Moses saying, “Say to Bnei-Yisrael: Whenever a man or woman commits any sins against any 
person, thus breaking faith with ADONAI, that soul bears guilt. That person is to confess the sin he has committed, 
make full restitution for his wrong, add one fifth to it and give it to the one he wronged. But if that person has no 
close relative to whom to pay the restitution, the restitution belongs to ADONAI. It is to be given to the kohen along 
with the ram of atonement with which he is to make atonement for him. –Numbers 5:5-8 

In contemporary Western society, there seems to be a complete downplay and disregard for sin or its effects on 
one’s life, relationships, or walk with God.  More often than not, it seems that a walk with God is rarely even a 
consideration for many people. Sadly, this spiritual and relational apathy is also a pertinent issue within the Body 
of Messiah.   

But the Word tells us that when one sins, one incurs guilt. Since ADONAI’s Shechinah (Presence) cannot dwell amid 
sin, the essence of guilt is a separation between the guilty and the Lord Himself. When we sin (or, more accurately, 
break covenant with God), we announce that whatever we are chasing after when sinning is more important to us 
than He is. 

The astonishingly good news is that we serve a God who loves us and cherishes us so much that even when we 
intentionally erect a barrier of separation between Him and us, He still wants us to come back into His loving arms. 
He has made the way for us to experience this grandest of reunions: the sacrifice of Yeshua HaMashiach. His death 
on Calvary’s cross completely atoned for sin once and for all, thus allowing the Shechinah to be in our midst 
through the power of the Ruach HaKodesh dwelling within us! 

Repent, therefore, and return—so your sins might be blotted out, so times of relief might come from the 
presence of ADONAI and He might send Yeshua, the Messiah appointed for you. –Acts 3:19-20 
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NEW TESTAMENT TIE-IN 
by Staff Contributor 

The opening section of the fifth chapter of Numbers is equal parts harsh and odd—“harsh” because it calls for the 
severe quarantine of folks with superficial skin issues and “odd” because it offers no resolution (e.g., “once the rash 
clears up, they can return”). Granted, other sections of the Torah (c.f. Leviticus 15) do offer a process of restoration, 
but in this parsha, the topic concludes with this account: “This Bnei-Yisrael did, sending them outside the 
camp” (Numbers 5:4). What does this passage of Scripture reveal about God and what correlations might it have 
with the New Testament? 

One phrase at the end of verse three is essential if we hope to answer the first question: “the camp where I am 
dwelling among them.” In this context, the emphasis is not on community health but God’s purity and holiness. 
God directed the Children of Israel to remove the “defiled” individual “so that they do not defile their camp where I 
dwell in their midst” (Numbers 5:3b NASB, emphasis added). The physical issues listed are all evidence of the 
brokenness and futility of creation due to The Fall in Genesis 3. God didn’t create humans to die, much less suffer 
with “leprosy.” We know that “the wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23 NIV). On a certain level, contact with a 
corpse represented interaction with the sin that brought death into the world. With the directives in Numbers 5, the 
holy God who cast Adam and Eve out of the garden similarly removed defiled individuals from Israel’s camp. 

7KH�RWKHU�VLGH�RI�WKLV�GLVFXVVLRQ�LV�WKDW�RXU�PLVJXLGHG�DFWLRQV�QRW�
RQO\�KLQGHU�RXU�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�*RG�EXW�FDQ�DOVR�KDUP�RXU�
UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�RWKHUV��+HQFH��1XPEHUV���GLVFXVVHV�WKH�YLWDO�
LPSRUWDQFH�RI�*RG¶V�FKLOGUHQ�GHPRQVWUDWLQJ�WKH�VDPH�JUDFH�DQG�
PHUF\�+D6KHP�KDV�VKRZQ�WKHP��7KHUHIRUH��ZH�PXVW�ZRUN�IRU�WKH�
UHVWRUDWLRQ�RI�UHODWLRQVKLSV�ZLWK�WKRVH�ZH¶YH�ZURQJHG��7KLV�SURMHFW�
RI�UHVWRUDWLRQ�DQG�UHVWLWXWLRQ�LV�FUXFLDO�IRU�D�KHDOWK\�FRPPXQLW\��
$QG�WKLV�JUDFHG�VKDORP�LV�D�SK\VLFDO�H[SUHVVLRQ�RI�WKH�7ULXQH�*RG
²)DWKHU��6RQ��DQG�6SLULW��

7KUHH�VSHFLILF�³FRQGLWLRQV´�DUH�OLVWHG�LQ�1XPEHUV����OHSURV\��ERGLO\�GLVFKDUJH��DQG�
SK\VLFDO�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�D�FRUSVH��:KLOH�LW¶V�WUXH�WKDW�WKHVH�DOO�KDYH�V\PEROLF��WKHRORJLFDO�
LPSOLFDWLRQV��WKHUH�LV�DOVR�D�OLWHUDO�GLPHQVLRQ�WR�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�WKHP��7KLV�GHWDLO�LV�
VLJQLILFDQW�LQ�OLJKW�RI�WKH�OLIH�DQG�PLQLVWU\�RI�<HVKXD��%ULWLVK�2OG�7HVWDPHQW�VFKRODU�
*RUGRQ�:HQKDP�SRLQWV�RXW�WKDW�DOWKRXJK�³WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�XSKROGV�WKH�PRUDO�VLGH�RI�
WKHVH�XQFOHDQQHVV�UHJXODWLRQV��LW�DEROLVKHG�HDFK�RI�WKH�V\PEROLF�SK\VLFDO�GLVWLQFWLRQV¶�
PHQWLRQHG�KHUH��-HVXV�WRXFKHG�WKH�OHSURV\�YLFWLP��ZDV�KLPVHOI�WRXFKHG�E\�WKH�GLVWUDXJKW�
KDHPRUUKDJH�>VLF@�VXIIHUHU�DQG�JDYH�OLIH�WR�WKH�GHDG�WKURXJK�D�WUDQVIRUPLQJ�WRXFK��,Q�
WKHVH�ZD\V�KH�GHFODUHG�WKDW�WKRVH�FRQGLWLRQV�ZKLFK�IRU�FHQWXULHV�KDG�VHSDUDWHG�HYHQ�WKH�
HOHFW�SHRSOH�RI�*RG�IURP�*RG�QR�ORQJHU�PDWWHUHG�´L�,VQ¶W�WKLV�LQFUHGLEOH"�(DFK�SHUVRQ�
,VUDHO�QHHGHG�WR�SXW�RXW�RI�WKHLU�FDPS�IRUHVKDGRZHG�RQH�RI�<HVKXD¶V�PLUDFOHV��

2I�FRXUVH��WKLV�SURSKHWLF�LQVLJKW�ZRXOGQ¶W�KDYH�EHHQ�SDUWLFXODUO\�FRPIRUWLQJ�WR�DQ�LQGLYLGXDO�VXIIHULQJ�RXWVLGH�WKH�
FDPS��+HDULQJ�WKDW�³2QH�GD\��WKH�0HVVLDK�ZLOO�WRXFK�DQG�UHVWRUH�SHRSOH�OLNH�\RX´�PLJKW�QRW�³PDNH�LW�DOO�EHWWHU�´�DV�
WKH\�VD\��%XW�ZKDW�LI�WKHUH�ZDV�DQ�HYHQ�GHHSHU�OHYHO�RI�PHDQLQJ�KHUH"�

&KULVW�+HDOLQJ�WKH�/HSHU
E\�+DQV�6FKlXIHOHLQ�������
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• Aleph / (1) א
• Shin / ׁ300) ש
• Mem / (40) מ

This word appears in Leviticus 4-6, typically in relation to “sin offerings.” 
Consider: “if the anointed kohen sins so as to bring guilt on [le’ashmat] the people
—then let him offer for his sin which he has committed, a young bull without 
blemish to ADONAI for a sin offering” (Leviticus 4:3, emphasis added). In Parashat 
Nasso, the context for asham is social ethics, specifically relating to issues such as 
theft. In Judges 21:22, asham refers to breaking an oath. This sort of guilt is most 
intense in Israel’s unfaithfulness to ADONAI, as described in Hosea 10:2, 

Their heart became smooth. 
Now they will bear their guilt [ye’shamu]. 
He will break down their altars. 
He will destroy their sacred pillars.

But there are some challenges when one attempts to translate asham. The primary issue is that this word “seems 
to center on guilt, but moves from the act which brings guilt to the condition of guilt to the act of punishment. In 
any particular passage it is often difficult to determine which thrust the word has.”ii In other words, asham can 
refer to one’s condition upon committing a sin or the punishment for that sin. A prime example of this sort of 
complexity is found in Psalm 34:21 (NASB), 

Evil will bring death to the wicked, 
And those who hate the righteous will suffer for their guilt [ye’shamu]. 

VLWH�RIWHQ�FDOOHG��3URWHVWDQW�*ROJRWKD��
�-HUXVDOHP�

,VUDHO¶V�MRXUQH\�WR�WKH�3URPLVHG�/DQG�UHTXLUHG�WKRVH�VXIIHULQJ�IURP�FHUWDLQ�LQIHFWLRQV�WR�JR�RXWVLGH�WKH�FDPS��2Q�RXU�
MRXUQH\�WR�WKH�KHDYHQO\�-HUXVDOHP��ZH�MRLQ�<HVKXD�RXWVLGH�WKH�FDPS��HPSRZHUHG�WR�EHDU�DQ\�VKDPH�EHFDXVH�ZH�³KROG�IDVW�
WKH�XQZDYHULQJ�FRQIHVVLRQ�RI�KRSH��IRU�+H�ZKR�SURPLVHG�LV�IDLWKIXO´��+HEUHZV���������

HEBREW WORD STUDY: DVKDP��³JXLOW´����ʭʝ ʔ́ ˌ
by Staff Contributor 

There is a verse in this week’s parsha that addresses a foundational theological topic: guilt. In Numbers 5:6 we read, 
“Whenever a man or woman commits any sins against any person, thus breaking faith with ADONAI, that soul bears guilt.” 
The English word “guilt” is a translation of the Hebrew word DVKDP��ʭʝ ʔ́ ˌ�� Its tri�consonantal root is: 

2XU�0HVVLDK�GLGQ¶W�MXVW�WUDQVIRUP�WKHVH�SURKLELWLRQV��+H�SDUWLFLSDWHG�LQ�WKH�
VXIIHULQJ�RI�WKRVH�ZKR�VXIIHUHG�H[LOH��:H�UHDG�LQ�+HEUHZV�������WKDW�³<HVKXD�DOVR�
VXIIHUHG�RXWVLGH�WKH�JDWH�´�+H�GLGQ¶W�MXVW�WRXFK�D�FRUSVH²+H�EHFDPH�D�FRUSVH��/DVW�
PRQWK�ZH�FHOHEUDWHG�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�RQ�WKH�RWKHU�VLGH�RI�+LV�GHDWK�DQG�EXULDO�ZDV�
UHVXUUHFWLRQ��,W�LV�ZLWK�WKLV�KRSHIXO�UHDOLW\�LQ�YLHZ�WKDW�WKH�ZULWHU�RI�+HEUHZV�ZRXOG�
JR�RQ�WR�VD\��VRPH�VFKRODUV�VXJJHVW�WKLV�HSLVWOH�ZDV�D�VHUPRQ����³6R�OHW�XV�JR�WR�
+LP�RXWVLGH�WKH�FDPS��EHDULQJ�+LV�GLVJUDFH��)RU�KHUH�ZH�KDYH�QR�ODVWLQJ�FLW\��EXW�
ZH�VHHN�WKH�RQH�WKDW�LV�WR�FRPH´��+HEUHZV������������

� ���

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Judges+21%3A22&version=TLV


That entire clause (“suffer for their guilt”) is one word in Hebrew: asham. Hebrew scholar G. Herbert Livingston 
notes, “[Asham] may denote acts of sin, responsibility for sin, punishment, and even the aftermath of punishment. 
Perhaps, one may hold that the asham connotes the totality of alienation from God, including its consequences.”iii This 
understanding is of crucial importance. We might be prone to think of guilt as an infraction, an act (or even a series of 
actions) that violates a code or rule. Minor guilt results in demerits or detention. Major guilt results in jail time. But in 
a biblical sense, guilt—asham—potentially unites the action and the consequence. And that consequence ultimately 
leads to one’s utter “alienation from God.” 

I will go and return to My place 
    until they admit their guilt [ye’shamu]. 
Then they will seek My face. 
In their distress they will seek Me earnestly –Hosea 5:15 

But notice the immediate response thLV�declaration elicits in the prophet: 
Come, let us return to ADONAI. 
For He has torn, but He will heal us. 
He has smitten, but He will bind us up. –Hosea 6:1 

We have hope in the face of our guilt because of Yeshua! The healing 
and bandaging Hosea spoke of has been fully realized in Him. As we 
read in one of Isaiah’s most beloved prophecies, 

Surely He has borne our griefs 
    and carried our pains. 
Yet we esteemed Him stricken, 
    struck by God, and afflicted. 
But He was pierced because of our transgressions, 
crushed because of our iniquities. 
The chastisement for our shalom was upon Him, 
and by His stripes we are healed. –Isaiah 53:4-5 

Unless otherwise noted, all biblical passages referenced are in the Tree of Life Version. 

&UXFLIL[LRQ�E\�3HWHU�3DXO�5XEHQV��F�������

� ���

/HVW�ZH�IDOO�LQWR�GHVSDLU��WKH�+HEUHZ�SURSKHWV��ZKR�EROGO\�H[SRVHG�
,VUDHO¶V�³JXLOW´��RIIHU�XV�KRSH��*RG¶V�ZRUGV�WKURXJK�+RVHD�UHIHUHQFHG�WKH�
DOLHQDWLRQ�DVKDP�EULQJV��



THOUGHTS for REFLECTION 

Take some time this week to prayerfully consider and discuss with friends: 
§ This week we considered what may be our greatest challenge on the “other side”

of sin: reconciliation. More specifically, our Commentary highlighted the vertical
and horizontal dimensions of the restoration process. How have you
experienced the depth of the Father’s (vertical) love in the form of reconciliation?
Is there anyone in your life who needs to receive your forgiveness and
restoration (horizontal)?

• It’s easy to gang up on the Pharisees. The Gospels don’t present them in the
most flattering light. But maybe we should ease up and reflect on our own lives.
How do we treat the “unclean”—those sent out of the camp living on the margins
of life? Perhaps change in us begins by asking the Holy Spirit to open our eyes to
truly see such people throughout our day. If we “go to them,” we just might find
ourselves in the company of Yeshua (who’s already there).

§ Ss



NEXT WEEK’S READINGS: Parashat Beha'alotcha / ָּעֲהַבְּ תשַׁרָפwְתx

TORAH Sunday / Numbers 8:1-14 
Monday / Numbers 8:15-26 

Tuesday / Numbers 9:1-14 

Wednesday / Numbers 9:15-10:10 

Thursday / Numbers 10:11-34 

Friday / Numbers 10:25-11:29 

Saturday / Numbers 11:30-12:16 

Prophetic Reading (Haftarah): Zechariah 2:14-4:7 

New Covenant Reading:   Matthew 14:14-21 

i Raymond Brown, The Message of Numbers: Journey to the Promised Land, ed. Alec Motyer and Derek Tidball, 
The Bible Speaks Today (England: Inter-Varsity Press, 2002), 42. 
ii G. Herbert Livingston, “180 ָםשַׁא ,” ed. R. Laird Harris, Gleason L. Archer Jr., and Bruce K. Waltke, Theological 
Wordbook of the Old Testament (Chicago: Moody Press, 1999), 78. 
iii Ibid., 79. 
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